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CSU’s Water Resources and Policy 
Initiatives

Represents more than 250 CSU faculty and staff 
experts who are active in all aspects of water 
resources and policy
California’s future faces multiple challenges in a 
variety of water‐related issues including; supply & 
quality, environmental preservation, agricultural 
usage, and urban demand
In 2008, Chancellor Reed led the formation of CSU’s 
Water Resources and Policy Initiatives (WRPI) to meet 
this challenge
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Mission
Provide critical faculty and staff based expertise to 
support California’s need for appropriate and 
sustainable water resources in the 21st Century
Promote education, training and professional 
capacity development with the water industry, 
governmental agencies, and the wider community
Develop new and advanced water technologies and 
services that will help drive economic development 
and job creation
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WRPI Committees

Conference Committee
Plans annual conference
Select speakers
Determines “overall look and feel of the event”

Note: Special thanks to staff from the 
Chancellor’s office for help with today’s logistics
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WRPI Committees

Proposal Committee
Broad representation of CSU campuses
Indentifies appropriate funding opportunities
Develops and submits multi‐campus proposals

Note: The following two examples
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2011 WRPI Faculty‐Student 
Research and Mentorship Activities

This year the WRPI partnered with 14 CSU campuses that
are Hispanic-Serving Institutions seeking USDA funding
for 100 paid student internships in watershed management 
to be distributed among faculty at the 14 campuses. 

1. California State Polytechnic University, Pomona
2. California State University, Bakersfield
3. California State University, Channel Islands
4. California State University, Dominguez Hills
5. California State University, Fresno
6. California State University, Fullerton
7. California State University, Long Beach
8. California State, Los Angeles
9. California State University, Monterey Bay
10. California State University, Northridge
11. California State University, San Bernardino
12. California State University, San Marcos
13. California State University, Stanislaus
14. San Diego State University, San Diego
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Federal EPA Designation 
and Funding Request

To Establish a CSU wide Technical Assistance 
Center(s) (TAC) supporting Disadvantage 
Communities in California

Currently 8 other states that have similar 
programs which are administered through their 
University systems
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WRPI Committees

Publication Committee
Develop 3,000 word articles written for 
publication in “Water Efficiency” magazine
Four articles to be published in 2011

May/June (in print)
July/August (need author!)
Sept/Oct (need author!)
Nov/Dec (article committed)
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Water Efficiency Magazine
www.waterefficiency.net/
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Water Efficiency Magazine
www.waterefficiency.net/
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Readers Response‐Note from Editor

“I also wanted to let you know that your article 
is currently our 3rd most popular story on our 
website” (http://waterefficiency.net/may‐
2011/unincorporated‐and‐underserved.aspx).
Congrats!
Elizabeth Cutright, Editor
Water Efficiency
www.waterefficiency.net
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Water Efficiency Magazine
www.waterefficiency.net/
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DWR Strategic Plan‐CSU Engagement
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CSU Faculty/Staff are Caucus Co‐Chairs
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CSU Faculty Involvement

SBx7‐7 Water Use Efficiency Agricultural 
Stakeholder Committee 

A2 Measurement Subcommittee (technical)
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Water Bond Update

The “vote” on the Safe, Clean and Reliable 
Drinking Water Supply Act of 2010 has been 
delayed by the legislature until November 2012

The WRPI/CSU is named in the bond for funding
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Safe, Clean and Reliable Drinking 
Water Supply Act of 2010

Drought relief: $0.455 billion

Delta projects: $2.25 billion

Regional supply: $1.4 billion

Storage: $3 billion

Watersheds: $1.785 billion

Groundwater cleanup: $1.0 billion

Reuse & conservation: $1.25 billion

Total funding: $11.14 billion
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WRPI Website

Water curriculum searchable by campus,   
major or course offering (operational in May)
Development of list serve by water interest 
area (under discussion)
Posting of refereed and journal articles on 
website (under discussion)
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WRPI Website 
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Other WRPI Activities

Development of a Strategic Plan
Ongoing Campus Visits
Appointment of an Advisory Board
Other

Presentations today on DWR Master 
contract and Water Archive collection
Fresca
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Questions?

CSU Water Resources and Policy Initiatives
(559) 278‐8468
davidzo@csufresno.edu


