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Textbooks 
cost HOW
much???
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Popular
Econ 101

Textbook
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Popular
Calculus
Textbook
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Students spend $1,168 
per year

on books & supplies

- College Board
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Odyssey
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https://www.theodysseyonline.com/get-the-most-out-of-your-expensive-textbooks


Textbook Costs vs Student Success

Florida Virtual, 2016
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Student Challenges in a Nutshell

1. Textbooks are expensive

2. Students are not using them

3. Students can’t always keep them

4. Students can fall weeks behind

5. Learning is negatively affected
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Student Voices

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fpFPP9m_nug&feature=youtu.be&t=1h27m29s
Affordable Georgia (2014)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fpFPP9m_nug&feature=youtu.be&t=1h27m29s

affordablelearningsolutions.org

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fpFPP9m_nug&feature=youtu.be&t=1h27m29s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fpFPP9m_nug&feature=youtu.be&t=1h27m29s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fpFPP9m_nug&feature=youtu.be&t=1h27m29s


Student Voices

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fpFPP9m_nug&feature=youtu.be&t=1h37m31s

Affordable Georgia (2014)
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CSU Addresses Textbook Affordability
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CSU AL$ Activities

Providing grant funding for campuses
◦ AL$ committee submits RFP 
◦ Strategic plans
◦ Collaborate with stakeholders
◦ Call for faculty funding and distribution
◦ Professional development workshops & faculty recognition ceremonies
◦ Annual reports and Annual conference

Supporting faculty searching for low/no cost course materials 

Promoting student advocacy

Coordinating CA State legislation and grant funds

http://als.csuprojects.org/campus_showcases

($15K-$20K annually) + AB798 ($50K:  2017-2020)



AL$ Campus Committees
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Coordinator                           Students
Librarians                                Faculty
Bookstore                                                                               
Services for Students with Disabilities
Instructional Designers



AL$ & Bookstore Collaborations
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• Used
• Rentals
• Buyback
• Price comparison tool
• Immediate access program
• Faculty consultations



Bookstore - Publisher Textbook 
Immediate Access Programs

- Digital materials up to 80% discount
- Students have materials on the first day
- Students may opt out after two weeks
- Students do as well or better in their courses
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AL$ & Library Collaborations
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AL$ & Library Collaborations

AFFORDABLELEARNINGSOLUTIONS.ORG



AL$ & Content Provider Collaborations
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Locate Free and Open Learning Materials

Student and Faculty Resource: http://www.merlot.org
affordablelearningsolutions.org

http://www.merlot.org/


Zero Cost Course Materials’ 
CA State Legislation

2012

• Senate Bill 1052  - est. CA Open Online Library 

• Senate Bill 1053  - est. CSU, CCC, & UC faculty council

2015

• Assembly Bill 798 – est. textbook adoption funding program

2017

• Senate Bill 1359 - est. zero cost textbook course designation

$5M state funding
+ 1.5M matching grants
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Faculty Resource
150 Open and Peer-Reviewed Textbooks

52 Courses

http://cool4ed.org
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Sample 
COOL4Ed Faculty Peer Review 
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• Bakersfield

• Channel Islands

• East Bay

• Fresno

• Fullerton

• Humboldt

• Los Angeles

• Maritime

• Monterey Bay

• Northridge

• Pomona

• Sacramento

• San Bernardino

• San Diego

• San Francisco

• San Luis Obispo

• San Jose

• San Marcos

• Sonoma

CSU Academic Senate Resolutions in Support of 
Affordable Textbooks

(AB 798 - 2015/2016)
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AB 798 Interim Student Savings Report 2017
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SB 1359:  Class Schedules
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A great explanation about ZCCM / SB 1359 located at SFSU Affordable Learning Solutions
https://affordablelearning.sfsu.edu/

https://affordablelearning.sfsu.edu/


SB 1359 Ex:  CSULB Class Schedule Jan 2018
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SB 1359 Ex: CSU Channel Islands Class Schedule

Jan 2018
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SB 1359 Ex: CSU Fullerton Class Schedule

Jan 2018
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SB 1359 Ex: SFSU Class Schedule Jan 2018

Students can sort by ZCCM Attribution.  Currently 279 ZCCM Courses.
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AL$ Reports on Student Savings
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Campus AL$ Student Savings
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AL$ Aggregated Student Savings

affordablelearningsolutions.org



AFFORDABLELEARNINGSOLUTIONS.ORG

▶ Overall grades Pre- and Post AL$
◦ Slightly higher % of B’s and C’s Post-AL$
◦ Less % of F’s Post-AL$
◦ Slightly less DFWI % Post-AL$

CSUSM AL$ 
Grade Comparison Results

▶ Although no overall strong statistical significant relationship, there was a 
decrease in withdrawal percentage for these courses Post-AL$

▶ DFWI % also tended to decrease Post-AL$



Participating AL$ Faculty 

Redesigning their courses including low or no 
cost course materials
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AL$ Participating CSU Campuses
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AL$ Featured Faculty
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~400 Faculty
Made Digital 
Choices

~ 10,900+ 
Students 
Enrolled

~$1,500,000 
Savings in
One term
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Obstacles for Faculty Adopting AL$
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Babson, 2016



CSU Student Voices and Feedback
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What the CSU San Marcos Students 
Are Saying about AL$

“EBooks help me because I have to pay for rent and food so that money I 
saved helped me go towards that.” –Alyssa, Economics (graduate student)

“I wish it was offered more by my teachers.” –Kevin, Entertainment 
Marketing

“More spending more stress, less spending less stress.” – Andrew, 
Philosophy

“You won't stress about working to get more money to pay everything 
off.” 
–Alex, Electrical Engineering

affordablelearningsolutions.org



What Can You Do?
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Students as Advocates
• Relationships
• Access
• Stories
• Partner/collaborate with campus AL$ initiative

affordablelearningsolutions.org

Kaitlyn Vitez, U.S. PIRG, 2018



Frames for Advocacy
• Going green
• Social justice
• Supporting Basic Needs
• Graduation 2025
• Innovation
• Practicalities
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Creating a Plan with Goals

• Increasing individual faculty adoptions
• Increasing individual departmental adoptions
• Adopting OER course designation 
• Allocating grant money program
• Allocating a dedicated librarian
• Allocating funds for programming
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Crafting a Campaign
• Collaborate with campus AL$ committee
• Problem
• Solution
• Strategy
• Why us / why you
• Urgency

affordablelearningsolutions.org

Kaitlyn Vitez, U.S. PIRG, 2018



Implementing the Plan

• Recruiting students
• Working with measurable, achievable goals
• Connect every activity with campaign story
• Manage students with schedules and delegation
• Start a working group with student leaders
• Work with student groups to create signs and collecting local data

• Generate visibility and name recognition
• Consistent campaigning

affordablelearningsolutions.org
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CSU Student Senate Resolutions 
Supporting Low/No Cost Materials

• Chico

• Los Angeles

• San Marcos

• Somona

https://tinyurl.com/studentalsresolutions

affordablelearningsolutions.org

https://tinyurl.com/studentalsresolutions


Grassroots Strategies

Contact Professors
• Meet with professors

• Send e-mail, letters

• “Day of Action” events

• Resources/training for 
individual students

Nicole Allen, studentpirgs.org
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Presentations
• Faculty Senate

• Academic departments

• New faculty orientations

• Faculty development days

Grassroots Strategies

Nicole Allen, studentpirgs.org
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Media Outreach
• Student newspaper

• Social media updates

• #textbookbroke

• Op-Eds/letters

Grassroots Strategies

Nicole Allen, studentpirgs.org
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Campus AL$ 
Committee

• Bookstore

• Library

• Prof. development

• IT, eLearning depts.

• Administration

Grassroots Strategies

Nicole Allen, studentpirgs.org
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We CAN Lower the Textbook Costs 
for our Students!

 Student Affairs / Basic Needs Case Managers and depts.   

 ASI / CSSA (student governments and organizations)

 Libraries

 Bookstores

 Faculty development centers 

 Academic technology units/instructional designers

 Services for students with disabilities
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Now, You Have The Tools

Open Textbooks
COOL4Ed.org

Resolutions

AL$

Gerry Hanley, 2014
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Make Textbooks Affordable Guide

https://tinyurl.com/affordabletextbooksguide
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What AL$ is Working Towards

KNOWING ABOUT and HAVING TIME to LOCATE 

and EASILY ACCESS RELEVANT and HIGH QUALITY 

course materials for ALL CSU students’ benefit.
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BC Open Campus



One Last Word on eTextbook Affordability…

https://youtu.be/7aH0KxRMfZo

https://youtu.be/7aH0KxRMfZo

affordablelearningsolutions.org

https://youtu.be/7aH0KxRMfZo
https://youtu.be/7aH0KxRMfZo
https://youtu.be/7aH0KxRMfZo
https://youtu.be/7aH0KxRMfZo


AFFORDABLELEARNINGSOLUTIONS.ORG

Your Resource!
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Questions – Comments – Ideas?
Leslie Kennedy, Ed.D.

562.951.4605
http://affordablelearningsolutions.org

This PPT is licensed under Creative Commons  CC  BY 4.0



Resources
Nicole Allen and Student PIRG

Affordable Georgia – State University System

Educause Center for Analysis and Research

CSU Affordable Learning Solutions

eLiterate, Phil Hill

Florida Virtual Campus 2016 Student Course Materials and Textbook Survey

Babson Survey Research Group, 2016

Kaitlyn Vitez, U.S. PIRG
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